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The President’s Interagency Task Force to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons was authorized by section 105(a) 
of the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 (Pub. L. 106-386) and established by Executive Order 13257, sec. 1(a) 
(Feb. 13, 2002).



AS THE UNITED STATES CONTINUES TO LEAD THE GLOBAL 
FIGHT AGAINST HUMAN TRAFFICKING, WE MUST REMAIN 
RELENTLESS IN RESOLVING TO ERADICATE IT IN OUR CITIES, 
SUBURBS, RURAL COMMUNITIES, TRIBAL LANDS, AND ON OUR 
TRANSPORTATION NETWORKS.”  

PRESIDENT DONALD J. TRUMP
EXECUTIVE ORDER ON COMBATING HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
AND ONLINE CHILD EXPLOITATION IN THE UNITED STATES
JANUARY 31, 2020

Official White House Photo by Tia Dufour

President Donald J. Trump signs an Executive Order on Combating Human Trafficking and Online Child Exploitation in the United States, at the White 
House Summit on Human Trafficking on January 31, 2020.
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REPORT ON U.S. GOVERNMENT 
EFFORTS TO COMBAT 
TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS

We know today that human traffickers deny nearly 25 
million people their fundamental right to freedom, 
forcing them to toil for their exploiters’ profit.  However, 
just over 20 years ago, the world was grappling with and 
starting to engage in modern efforts to address what 
we now call human trafficking, also known as modern 
slavery.  Mounting concern from both civil society and 
the U.S. government about human traffickers’ ability to 
operate with relative impunity to compel individuals to 
perform labor or engage in commercial sex culminated 
in significant legislative action:  in 2000, the 106th U.S. 
Congress passed the Trafficking Victims Protection Act 
(TVPA).  The TVPA became the first comprehensive 
federal law designed to protect victims of sex and 
labor trafficking, to prosecute traffickers, and to prevent 
human trafficking in the United States and around the 
world.  That same year, the United Nations (UN) General 
Assembly adopted the UN Protocol to Prevent, Suppress 
and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and 
Children, commonly referred to as the “Palermo Protocol.”    

Human traffickers deny nearly 25 
million people their fundamental 
right to freedom, forcing them to 
toil for their exploiters’ profit.

Since the passage of the TVPA, the anti-trafficking 
movement has become more agile at targeting and 
dismantling trafficking schemes, and it has evolved to 
become more victim-centered and trauma-informed in 
its approaches because of the incredible advocacy and 

leadership of key stakeholders, including those who 
have experienced and survived human trafficking.  But 
the world is not static, and traffickers adapt and innovate 
to maximize profits.  Thus, the anti-trafficking movement 
must also continue to adapt to shifting circumstances 
and new challenges to remain one step ahead of 
traffickers.  The year 2020 has forced the world to 
confront an unimaginable crisis.  Law enforcement, 
service providers, survivors, and advocates have warned 
about the increasing number of people vulnerable to 
exploitation by traffickers due to the instability, isolation, 
and lack of access to critical services caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  The effects of COVID-19, as with 
other catastrophic events, are disproportionately 
impacting communities suffering from systemic or 
generational inequality – the same communities 
traffickers often prey upon.

These challenges have fueled the resolve of the United 
States and the global anti-trafficking community in the 
pursuit of freedom for every victim and accountability 
for every trafficker.  The United States has made the 
global fight against human trafficking a policy priority and 
employs a whole-of-government approach to address all 
aspects of this crime.  Furthermore, the U.S. government 
has stepped up its pressure on governments that 
are themselves engaged in human trafficking, such 
as through state-sponsored forced labor programs 
that benefit those governments – often regimes that 
represent a threat to U.S. national security interests.  In 
January 2020, the White House hosted a Summit on 
Human Trafficking:  Honoring the 20th Anniversary of the 
TVPA, during which President Trump signed Executive 
Order 13903 on Combating Human Trafficking and Online 
Child Exploitation in the United States.  Among other 
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Official White House Photo by Andrea Hanks

Meeting of the President’s Interagency Task Force to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons on October 29, 2019.
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things, the Executive Order designates an employee 
position at the White House dedicated solely to work on 
issues related to combating human trafficking occurring 
into, from, and within the United States and to coordinate 
with personnel in other components of the Executive 
Office of the President, including the Office of Economic 
Initiatives and the National Security Council (NSC), on 
such efforts. The Domestic Policy Council (DPC) fulfilled 
Section 2(a) of the President’s Executive Order when a 
Special Advisor for Human Trafficking was appointed 
on June 9, 2020 to coordinate White House efforts on 
human trafficking policy, coordinate interagency efforts 
on human trafficking, and advise the DPC on human 
trafficking policy.

The President’s Interagency Task Force to Monitor and 
Combat Trafficking in Persons (PITF) and the Senior 
Policy Operating Group (SPOG), which consists of senior 
officials designated as representatives of the PITF 
agencies, work year-round to address the many aspects 
of human trafficking both in the United States and around 
the world. The agencies of the PITF are the Departments 
of State (State), the Treasury (Treasury), Defense (DoD), 
Justice (DOJ), the Interior (DOI), Agriculture (USDA), 
Commerce (DOC), Labor (DOL), Health and Human 
Services (HHS), Transportation (DOT), Education (ED), 
and Homeland Security (DHS), as well as the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB), the Office of the U.S. 
Trade Representative (USTR), the Office of the Director 
of National Intelligence (ODNI), the NSC, the DPC, the 
U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), and the U.S. Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC).

The United States has made 
the global fight against human 
trafficking a policy priority.

PITF agencies regularly convene to advance and 
coordinate federal policies and collaborate with a range 
of stakeholders.  Focus areas include:  the enforcement 
of criminal and labor laws to end impunity for traffickers; 
victim-centered identification and trauma-informed 
assistance; innovations in data gathering and research; 
education and public awareness activities; and 
synchronization of strategically linked foreign 
assistance and diplomatic engagement.  This report 
includes federal data for Fiscal Year (FY) 2019 and 
reflects the work PITF agencies have accomplished 
since October 1, 2019. These accomplishments are 
described according to ten strategic objectives 
beginning on page 10.

In addition, PITF agencies have adapted programs 
and launched initiatives to meet the challenges of 
the COVID-19 pandemic throughout 2020. Below are 
examples of key efforts agencies have undertaken in 
response to COVID-19: 

 »  DOJ and HHS engaged with local governments 
and nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) 
nationwide to understand the impact of COVID-19 
on child trafficking and exploitation.  The agencies 
also published comprehensive resource guides 
for grantees that include how to operate, provide 
services, and manage grants during COVID-19.

 »  DHS’s U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
Homeland Security Investigations (ICE/HSI) 
Victim Assistance Program created new guidance 
on conducting remote forensic interviews. The 
guidance, which includes safety protocols, allows 
Forensic Interview Specialists to continue their 
interviews; during the COVID-19 pandemic, they 
completed 391 interviews between March and 
September 2020. 

 »  State announced an open, year-long competition 
for proposed projects to address the impacts of 
COVID-19 on efforts to combat human trafficking 
and to support government measures to combat 
human trafficking. 

 »  DOL published suggested actions for governments 
and other stakeholders to protect children, who are 
at heightened risk of labor exploitation due to the 
impact of COVID-19, from being victimized in child 
labor.

 »  The National Human Trafficking Hotline, funded 
by HHS, successfully transitioned to full remote 
operations with no disruption in services and 
onboarded 15 new staff members.  The Hotline 
found creative solutions for individuals in lockdown 
areas through partnerships with the business 
community to ensure victims access to shelter.  
The number of emergency trafficking cases 
handled by the Hotline increased by more than 40 
percent in the month following shelter-in-place 
orders compared to the prior month.

 »  USAID worked to adopt a more flexible approach 
to its programmatic decisions so missions overseas 
can more easily adapt work plans to account for 
COVID-19 activities.  USAID also monitored human 
security and the potential for human trafficking to 
occur in places hard hit by COVID-19.

 »  DOJ, DHS, and State, along with the Five Country 
Ministerial, composed of Australia, Canada, 
New Zealand, the United Kingdom, and the 
United States, consulted with leading tech 
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companies on their development of public 
service announcements for parents, caregivers, 
and children to prevent and respond to online 
exploitation, including child sex trafficking, during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 »  DHS expanded its internet safety messaging for 
children in response to traffickers’ increased use 
of the internet to reach children.  In FY 2020, ICE/
HSI live-streamed its iGuardian presentations 
and conducted a live televised iGuardian Special 
Report. Both have been viewed more than 36,000 
times on social media.  ICE/HSI also produced 
a video series, “Digital Dangers,” with a school 
district.  DHS’s Blue Campaign-purchased social 
media advertisements directed viewers to 
iGuardian resources through the Blue Campaign 
online safety webpage, which received 205,000 
visits from the advertisements.

 »  DOJ’s Federal Bureau of Investigation’s (FBI) Child/
Adolescent Forensic Interviewers developed a 
process to conduct remote forensic interviews.  
When able, interviewers have continued to 
operate and conduct victim and witness in-
person interviews during COVID-19 with the use 
of personal protective equipment to prevent 
contamination.

 » In FY 2020, USAID launched the Safe Migration 
in Central Asia project.  The project’s goal is 

to strengthen the mutual accountability of all 
stakeholders, including governments, NGOs, and 
the private sector, to become more self-reliant in 
efforts to prevent trafficking in persons, protect 
trafficking survivors, and promote safe migration.   
One of the project’s components focuses on 
supporting migrant workers facing increased 
vulnerability as a result of travel restrictions due 
to COVID-19, including by developing livelihood 
support to targeted groups of migrants to mitigate 
COVID-19’s impact and engaging with the private 
sector to connect migrants to legitimate jobs.

Throughout the reporting period, federal agencies 
explored how to use resources as effectively as possible 
to prosecute traffickers, provide comprehensive services 
to victims, and prevent the crime from happening in the 
first place. Agencies also sought input from and worked 
to empower survivor experts dedicated to elevating the 
issue of human trafficking and improving federal efforts. 

The U.S. government draws inspiration from the strength 
and resilience of trafficking survivors. To further expand 
and strengthen its anti-trafficking efforts, the PITF will 
continue pursuing ways to bolster intelligence collection, 
information-sharing, and analysis; leverage the best tools 
and learning; provide much-needed comprehensive 
victim services; and establish effective partnerships with 
stakeholders.
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The U.S. government continues to build its ability to combat 
all forms of human trafficking, including forced labor, which 
has been documented in global supply chains and linked to 
U.S. imports.  Importing goods produced wholly or in part with 
forced labor or prison labor violates U.S. law, and violators may 
be subject to criminal, civil, and administrative consequences.  
Any person or entity – whether an importer, retailer, online 
marketplace, or certification company, for example – who 
benefits from participating in a business venture knowing or 
in reckless disregard that the venture engaged in providing or 
obtaining forced labor may be subject to criminal prosecution.  

Forced labor is antithetical to U.S. values of respect for human 
rights and dignity, and it undermines rule of law, legitimate 
trade, and economic competition.  The United States has 
developed an arsenal of administrative, civil, diplomatic, and 
criminal enforcement tools to prevent traffickers’ attempts 
to gain economic advantage through the reprehensible and 
criminal use of forced labor.  Full enforcement of the law 
reflects our government’s commitment to combating forced 
labor around the world.  Enforcement actions have caught the 
eye of governments and private entities and have become 
strong motivators for them to address forced labor or to 
implement safeguards.  

In addition, government purchases of goods and services 
represent a significant share of the global economy and 
therefore present an important opportunity to promote 
responsible business practices and transform markets.  
Recognizing this, the United States government, as the largest 
single purchaser of goods and services in the world, prohibits 
its contractors from engaging in human trafficking and 
numerous activities closely associated with human trafficking.  

Key agency efforts taken since October 1, 2019 to combat 
forced labor in global supply chains include:

 »  In accordance with the United States-Mexico-Canada 
Agreement (USMCA) Implementation Act, President 
Trump signed Executive Order 13923 in May 2020 to 
establish the Forced Labor Enforcement Task Force to 
monitor U.S. enforcement of the prohibition of imports 
produced wholly or in part by convict labor, forced 
labor, or/and indentured labor under penal sanctions.  
On July 1, 2020, the USMCA entered into force.  In 
addition to including commitments to adopt, maintain, 
and enforce statutes and regulations to eliminate 
forced labor, the agreement’s labor chapter requires all 
Parties to monitor and prohibit the importation of goods 
produced by forced labor.

 »  DHS’s U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) issued 
13 Withhold Release Orders between October 1, 2019 
and September 30, 2020 for shipments of goods where 
information reasonably indicated they were produced, 

wholly or in part, with forced labor or convict labor.  CBP 
detained more than 250 shipments with a cumulative 
value of approximately $50 million.  CBP issued 20 
penalties for violations of U.S. trade law regarding 
goods produced with forced labor, which resulted in the 
payment of $575,000 by the importer. 

 »  In July 2020, State, Treasury, DOC, and DHS issued 
the Xinjiang Supply Chain Business Advisory, warning 
businesses of economic, legal, and reputational risks 
of involvement with entities engaged in forced labor 
and other human rights abuses in the Xinjiang Uyghur 
Autonomous Region and beyond.  The agencies 
translated the Business Advisory into two additional 
languages and encouraged foreign governments to 
take similar actions to combat forced labor in China.  
In August, State organized an interagency roundtable 
with businesses to highlight the Business Advisory’s key 
messages.

 »  DOC imposed export controls on nine companies in 
July 2020 in connection with the practice of state-
sponsored forced labor involving Uyghurs and other 
Muslim minority groups in Xinjiang.  Since October 
2019, DOC has imposed export controls on 48 entities 
in connection with human rights violations, including 
forced labor, against Uyghurs and other Muslim minority 
groups in Xinjiang.

 »  In July 2020, DOL’s Bureau of International Labor Affairs 
(ILAB) announced its intent to award up to $8 million 
for one or two technical assistance projects to improve 
downstream tracing of goods made with child labor or 
forced labor.

 »  DHS published its first strategy to combat human 
trafficking, the importation of goods produced with 
forced labor, and child sexual exploitation in January 
2020.

 »  In October 2019, OMB finalized its guidance on 
anti-trafficking risk management best practices 
and mitigation considerations, which enhances 
the effectiveness of anti-trafficking requirements in 
federal acquisition and helps contractors manage and 
reduce the burden associated with meeting these 
responsibilities.

 »  In FY 2020, DHS’s ICE/HSI continued advancing efforts 
to investigate individuals and businesses implicated 
in illicit activity related to the importation of goods 
produced with forced labor.  To further these efforts, 
ICE/HSI continued its partnership with a civil society 
organization to identify additional sources regarding 
allegations of importation of goods produced with 
forced labor into the United States.  ICE/HSI also 
enlisted contract support to help compile and analyze 
data to identify indicators of business enterprises’ 
potential involvement in forced labor.

PROGRESS IN COMBATING FORCED 
LABOR IN GLOBAL SUPPLY CHAINS
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STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES
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Investigate and prosecute traffickers and dismantle the criminal networks that 
perpetrate trafficking in persons.

Integrate anti-trafficking components into relevant government programs.

1
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2 Enhance victim identification and the provision of relief and services for all 
victims of trafficking.

Enhance training of stakeholders, including civil society, law enforcement, and 
government officials, to increase identification of victims.

Encourage foreign governments to combat trafficking through international 
diplomacy and engagement.

Forge and strengthen partnerships and other forms of collaboration to combat 
trafficking in persons.

Fund domestic and international anti-trafficking programs focusing on 
 prosecution, protection, and prevention.

Promote public awareness about modern slavery.

Spur innovation and improve capacity to combat modern slavery through data 
collection and research.

Gather and synthesize actionable intelligence to increase the number of 
 domestic and international trafficking prosecutions.
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1 Investigate and prosecute traffickers and dismantle the criminal networks 
that perpetrate trafficking in persons.

 » In November 2019, President Trump signed Executive Order 13898 Establishing the Task Force on Missing 
and Murdered American Indians and Alaska Natives, which coordinates its efforts with the DOJ, DHS, and DOL 
Federal Enforcement Working Group to address human trafficking in Indian Country.

 » In FY 2020, DOJ, in coordination with DOL, DHS, and other federal law enforcement partners, continued 
to analyze resource commitments necessary to launch Phase III of the highly effective Anti-Trafficking 
Coordination Team (ACTeam) Initiative.  DOJ worked to revise training materials in preparation for Phase III 
and revised the initiative’s Operations Guide to support advanced investigation and prosecution techniques, 
including to dismantle transnational organized crime human trafficking rings.  

 » Through the U.S.-Mexico Bilateral Human Trafficking Enforcement Initiative, in FY 2020, DOJ and DHS continued 
to advance bilateral investigations and prosecutions of transnational trafficking enterprises operating across 
the U.S.-Mexico border and to facilitate exchanges of leads, evidence, intelligence analytics, and strategic 
guidance.  DOJ increased engagement with Mexican anti-money laundering authorities, in collaboration 
with Treasury, to enhance capacity to identify and combat human trafficking and secure trafficking proceeds 
for victim restitution.  DOJ also supported the development of 13 state-level human trafficking task forces in 
Mexico.  As a result of these bilateral anti-trafficking efforts, DOJ secured convictions of six defendants in U.S. 
v. Granados-Corona.

 » DOJ secured convictions against 475 defendants in federal human trafficking prosecutions in FY 2019.  Of these 
convictions, 454 involved predominantly sex trafficking and 21 involved predominantly labor trafficking.

 » The FBI Human Trafficking Program initiated 607 human trafficking investigations in FY 2019 and arrested 350 
suspects.  The FBI also dismantled 33 criminal enterprises engaged in human trafficking.  

 » DHS’s ICE/HSI initiated 1,024 cases related to human trafficking in FY 2019.  ICE/HSI cases resulted in 2,197 
arrests and 691 criminal counts in federal, state, and local convictions, and ICE/HSI identified 428 victims of 
human trafficking in FY 2019.  

 » DoD initiated 65 human trafficking-related investigations involving DoD military, civilian, and contractor 
personnel in FY 2019.  DoD also took administrative action against noncompliant employers or labor contractors 
from U.S. programs resulting in six non-compliance requests. 

 » State’s Bureau of Diplomatic Security (DS) opened 134 human trafficking-related cases in FY 2019.  DS conducts 
human trafficking investigations, most with a nexus to passport or visa fraud, through DS special agents, 
investigators, and analysts assigned to field offices around the country and to U.S. embassies and consulates 
overseas. 

 » DoD’s Office of Inspector General (OIG) Hotline received 30 complaints regarding suspected trafficking in 
persons incidents in FY 2019.  The Hotline referred 28 of the 30 complaints to DoD investigating agencies and 
referred two to non-DoD investigating agencies.  The DoD OIG closed 19 of the 30 cases, and 11 were pending 
as of August 2020.

 » In FY 2020, DOL referred 12 cases to criminal law enforcement agencies and three H visa cases to DOL’s OIG 
regarding allegations of human trafficking. Criminal law enforcement agencies requested DOL’s Wage and Hour 
Division’s assistance with computing back wages and providing testimony in four investigations.  Additionally, 
one criminal law enforcement agency referred a case to DOL, and nine requested DOL’s case file information.
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2 Enhance victim identification and the provision of relief and services for all 
victims of trafficking.

 » The SPOG Victims Services Committee, co-chaired by DOJ, HHS, and DHS, held a series of listening sessions 
focused on housing for trafficking survivors, including discussions on barriers to accessing housing, innovative 
solutions, and unique needs of different types of victims, such as youth and male victims, in FY 2020. 

 » DOJ’s Office for Victims of Crime (OVC) grantees providing services to human trafficking victims reported 8,375 
open client cases from July 1, 2018 to June 30, 2019, including 5,090 new clients.  Local service providers in the 
states and territories using OVC’s Crime Victims Fund dollars assisted thousands of victims.  

 » In FY 2019, HHS anti-trafficking grantees provided comprehensive case management assistance to 2,398 
victims of trafficking and eligible family members.  HHS issued 311 Certification Letters and 892 Eligibility 
Letters to adult and child victims of trafficking, respectively, to be eligible to apply for benefits and services to 
the same extent as refugees.

 » HHS continued to fund an NGO to operate the National Human Trafficking Hotline.  In FY 2019, the Hotline 
received 136,990 calls, texts, chats, online tips, and emails, identified 11,852 potential human trafficking cases, 
and provided resources and referrals to 3,828 potential victims.  The Hotline also received information on 
4,692 potential traffickers and 1,849 types of businesses facilitating human trafficking.  Of the potential human 
trafficking cases identified, the Hotline reported 3,599 potential cases to law enforcement and received 
information that at least 1,086 investigations were opened as a result.

 » Pursuant to law, DOJ’s Money Laundering and Asset Recovery Section approved the transfer of approximately 
$1,688,568 in forfeited proceeds for restitution in human trafficking cases from October 2019 to August 2020.

 » In FY 2019, DHS’s U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) granted T nonimmigrant status (for certain 
victims of severe forms of trafficking in persons) to 500 victims and 491 eligible family members.  USCIS 
received 1,242 applications for victims and 1,011 applications for victims’ family members.  USCIS denied 365 
principal applications and 216 applications for family members, and issued 32 Notices to Appear (NTAs) to 
principal applicants for T nonimmigrant status in FY 2019.  At the end of FY 2019, 2,358 applications from 
principal applicants and 1,860 from family members remained pending.  T nonimmigrant status application 
processing time was about 16.1 months.  

 » In FY 2019, USCIS met the statutory cap of 10,000 principal petitioners in the U nonimmigrant status program 
(for certain victims of specified criminal activity, including human trafficking) and approved 7,846 eligible family 
members in FY 2019.  USCIS received 28,364 petitions from principal petitioners and 18,861 petitions for victims’ 
family members.  USCIS denied 2,733 petitions from principal petitioners and 2,397 petitions from their family 
members, and issued 582 NTAs to principal petitioners in FY 2019.  At the end of FY 2019, 151,758 petitions from 
the principal petitioner and 103,737 petitions from family members remained pending.

 » In FY 2019, DHS’s ICE/HSI granted Continued Presence to 125 trafficking victims who were potential witnesses 
and granted 48 extensions of Continued Presence.  In October 2019, DHS updated its Continued Presence 
brochure and publicly released Continued Presence training videos to promote consistent messaging 
encouraging federal, state, and local law enforcement requests and to provide clarification that applications 
should be submitted immediately upon the identification of a victim.

 » In FY 2019, State’s Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons (TIP Office) programming provided 
services to more than 3,500 victims of trafficking worldwide, including legal support, health and psychological 
support, life skills training, and job placement.  Of these, 456 victims were provided services through the 
TIP Office’s continued support of a global emergency victim assistance fund, managed by the International 
Organization for Migration (IOM), to provide short-term direct assistance to trafficking victims overseas on an 
emergency, case-by-case basis. 

 » The FBI Victim Services Division’s 168 victim specialists provided services to 1,427 victims of human trafficking in 
821 cases during FY 2019. The victim specialists provided 33,685 services total, including crisis response, victim 
support and assistance, needs assessment, victim notification, and service referrals. FBI victim specialists also 
provided ongoing support to victims and families throughout the investigative process. 
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 » The EEOC received two new charges of discrimination linked to human trafficking, resolved one pending charge, 
and recovered more than $4,000 in monetary benefits for charging parties through its administrative enforcement 
efforts from October 1, 2019 to August 1, 2020.  As of August 1, 2020, the EEOC had 11 pending charges linked to 
human trafficking.  

 » In FY 2020, DOJ’s Human Trafficking Capacity Building Center continued to provide strategically focused, capability-
building coaching to maximize a community’s potential to serve victims of all forms of human trafficking, targeting 
organizations in five states with limited federal anti-trafficking funding.

 » In FY 2019, State’s DS Victims’ Resource Advocacy Program (VRAP) performed outreach overseas and 
domestically on approximately 100 cases of human trafficking and related abuse.  VRAP focused on specialized 
client engagement to ensure personalized support during investigative interviews, court proceedings, and victim 
interactions to include connections to housing, counseling, and legal support.  VRAP presented dozens of status 
requests and provided multiple supporting documents to victims and witnesses identified during investigations. 

 » In August 2020, the EEOC settled a lawsuit with national origin and race discrimination claims against employers 
who hired Thai farm workers through a farm labor services company.  In 2016, a federal court entered a default 
judgment against the labor services company and ordered damages to the workers subjected to, among other 
harms, “an unrelenting sense of imprisonment.”  The settlement with the farms provides for $325,000 for 105 
workers and requires the employers, who had denied liability of the farm labor contractors’ actions, to institute 
accountability measures over its contractors, training, review of policies and procedures, and reporting of violations.  

 » DOJ provided technical assistance funding to increase its grantees’ capacity to respond to sex trafficking, including 
safety planning for victims, developing interagency cooperation in responding to sex trafficking, and expanding 
service providers’ understanding of trafficking involving Native women and children throughout FY 2020.  

 » In FY 2019, State’s Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration funded a program that helped 204 individuals 
identified as victims of trafficking in the United States to reunite with family members, and provided return 
assistance to one trafficking survivor.  
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3 Enhance training of stakeholders, including civil society, law enforcement, and 
government officials, to increase identification of victims.

 » HHS anti-trafficking grantees conducted 798 public outreach events that reached 11,841 people, provided 
training to more than 13,000 people, and provided technical assistance to 3,341 people between October 1, 
2019 and July 30, 2020.  

 » From June 2018 to July 2019, DOJ’s trafficking victim service grantees reported conducting 2,000 trainings and 
training 82,000 professionals to build community capacity to identify and respond to human trafficking.  DOJ 
also funded specialized training and technical assistance related to legal assistance, housing, employment, 
and trauma-informed services, as well as court responses to human trafficking.  

 » The HHS National Human Trafficking Training and Technical Assistance Center (NHTTAC) provided training and 
technical assistance to 16,711 individuals from October 1, 2019 to June 30, 2020.  NHTTAC expanded access to 
its SOAR (Stop. Observe. Ask. Respond.) to Health and Wellness online training to more than two million health 
care professionals and developed 17 public training and technical assistance resources during the same period.  
In FY 2020, 14,919 health care, behavioral health, public health, and social service providers completed SOAR 
online training.

 » In FY 2020, DOI awarded three contracts to develop training materials on human trafficking, including a 
short video and vignette that DOI law enforcement officers can use to fulfill their annual refresher training 
requirement, and an online training.  The contracts also enable DOI to coordinate the Federal Law Enforcement 
Victim Assistance Program federal interagency working group’s efforts to develop training and toolkits on law 
enforcement victim interviewing.

 » DHS’s Federal Law Enforcement Training Centers (FLETC) trained 1,765 federal law enforcement officers 
through its basic training programs on indicators of human trafficking since October 1, 2019.  Additionally, FLETC 
provided human trafficking awareness training to 663 federal, state, local, and tribal law enforcement officials 
and stakeholders.  

 » In FY 2020, DOJ’s OVC released a public online training series on trauma-informed and victim-centered 
approaches to human trafficking, which garnered 9,700 training series completions in six months.  

 » DOI provided training to about 900 of its law enforcement officers, first responders, contracting officers, as well 
as other federal, state, tribal, and local law enforcement organizations on human trafficking in FY 2019.  DOI also 
delivered human trafficking awareness training to more than 12,000 DOI employees, as well as tribal and state 
victim and social service providers, tribal council members, and tribal community members.

 » In August 2020, DOL hosted a virtual training taught by an NGO regarding human trafficking in agriculture for 
approximately 250 state workforce agency staff from across the United States.

 » In FY 2020, DOJ funded the delivery of new training to state and local practitioners on effective strategies to 
investigate and prosecute labor trafficking and delivered more than two dozen advanced trainings for federal 
prosecutors and law enforcement on conducting financial investigations to assist in corroborating victim 
testimony and enhance investigations and prosecutions.  

 » In FY 2020, HHS’s NHTTAC launched two online training modules to educate health care providers in school 
settings and those serving American Indians, Alaska Natives, Native Hawaiians, and Pacific Islanders regarding 
human trafficking and its impact on their communities.   

 » State’s TIP Office grantees trained more than 24,000 individuals about how to respond to human trafficking in 
FY 2019.  Many of these individuals have gone on to identify victims of trafficking and participate in or initiate 
investigations and prosecutions of trafficking crimes. 

 » DOT and DHS, through the Blue Lightning Initiative, continued to train airline personnel on recognizing and 
responding to potential instances of human trafficking.  In FY 2020, the Blue Lightning Initiative formed 22 new 
partnerships with airlines, airports, aviation associations, a training institute, and an aviation company for a total 
of 47 partners.  More than 100,000 aviation employees have used Blue Lightning Initiative training materials to 
learn how to recognize and respond to possible instances of human trafficking.



October 2020  REPORT ON U.S. GOVERNMENT EFFORTS TO COMBAT TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS 15

 » DHS’s USCIS trained more than 100 stakeholders, primarily law enforcement officials, on immigration options 
available to victims of human trafficking in FY 2020.    

 » In September 2020, State significantly updated its introductory course for all State personnel on human trafficking.  
The course covers what human trafficking is, how to recognize it, and the professional responsibilities of employees 
to prevent or respond to human trafficking.  

 » In FY 2020, USDA offered several training modules to its personnel and local law enforcement officers on how to 
identify and combat human trafficking.  

 » Since October 1, 2019, State’s Bureau of International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs funded five 
training courses for 95 foreign law enforcement officials on combating human trafficking at its International Law 
Enforcement Academies in Accra, Budapest, Bangkok, Gaborone, and San Salvador.

 » In FY 2020, in cooperation with DOT, transportation stakeholders committed to train more than 1.3 million 
transportation employees to recognize and respond to potential instances of human trafficking.

 » In FY 2020, USAID provided specialized technical assistance, training, and grants to Burma’s judiciary, government 
ministries, and local organizations to address trafficking issues that intersect with broader rule of law considerations, 
building on prior USAID-supported training.

 » In October 2019, DOJ held a three-day workshop for federal human trafficking prosecutors in which survivors, 
prosecutors, and victim assistance professionals provided training on victim-centered, trauma-informed 
approaches to law enforcement.  A similar training, focused on child sex trafficking, took place in March 2020.
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4 Encourage foreign governments to combat trafficking through international 
diplomacy and engagement.

 » State released the annual Trafficking in Persons (TIP) Report in June 2020, assessing the anti-trafficking efforts 
of governments and ranking 188 countries and territories, including the United States.  The 2020 Report 
looked back at the 20 years of history of the TIP Report, the changes it has undergone in the last 20 years, 
and the ways the TIP Report is used to engage governments, anti-trafficking advocates, and individuals 
around the world.  State’s TIP Office and U.S. missions urged foreign governments year-round to make 
measurable progress in combating human trafficking by implementing national action plans and addressing 
the recommendations in the TIP Report.

 » DOL released the annual Findings on the Worst Forms of Child Labor in September 2020, which assesses 
foreign governments’ efforts and provides suggested actions to combat the worst forms of child labor, 
including child trafficking, in 131 countries and territories.  It also released the biennial List of Goods Produced 
with Forced Labor and Child Labor, which advances supply chain accountability by providing information on 
goods made with forced and child labor by country of origin.
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 » USTR, working with DOL, negotiates trade agreements that include enforceable obligations to eliminate 
forced labor and administers trade preference programs that require countries to meet worker rights eligibility 
requirements, including taking steps to address forced labor.  In October 2019, USTR recommended and the 
President agreed to partially suspend Generalized System of Preferences trade preferences for Thailand based 
on its failure to adequately provide internationally recognized worker rights, including protection from forced labor.  

 » State’s TIP Office signed a Child Protection Compact Partnership with Mongolia in April 2020.  The Partnership will 
strengthen the Mongolian government’s capacity to form and operate a trafficking-focused multidisciplinary task 
force, prosecute and convict child traffickers, provide comprehensive trauma-informed care for child victims, and 
prevent child trafficking in Mongolia.  In addition, the TIP Office identified key takeaways from its first Partnership 
with Ghana, which ended in June 2020, including how the Partnership improved interagency coordination, 
enforcement of Ghana’s anti-trafficking law, and community-level awareness.

 » DOT continued to champion commitments related to combating human trafficking in the transportation sector 
through international fora.  In FY 2020, DOT led the UN’s International Civil Aviation Organization Facilitation Panel 
Working Group on Human Trafficking to develop a baseline report of member anti-trafficking efforts and held two 
workshops under the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation’s Transportation Working Group that underscored the 
transportation sector’s role in combating trafficking. 

 » In FY 2019, DoD integrated trafficking in persons scenarios into its joint exercises and trainings for more than 2,100 
foreign personnel and military members from 110 partner countries. 

 » State engaged in multilateral fora, such as the UN and the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe, 
to continue promoting U.S. interests in combating human trafficking by advocating for the political commitments 
of member states on the implementation of the Palermo Protocol, adoption of victim-centered and trauma-
informed approaches, and responsible procurement of goods and services by governments and multilateral 
institutions, among others.  For example, State participated in a UN General Assembly side event in October 2019 
on promoting multi-agency responses to combat human trafficking.  In December 2019, the U.S. Mission to the 
UN hosted an event with UN Security Council members on the importance of reporting data on human trafficking 
and prevalence.

 » As part of Treasury’s bilateral anti-corruption initiative with Mexico, which among other priorities includes human 
trafficking, Treasury and its Mexican government counterparts created a working group focused on human 
trafficking and its illicit financing risks in February 2020. Since the working group’s inception, the United States 
and Mexico have committed to demonstrating significant progress to hold human traffickers accountable and have 
exchanged financial intelligence on human traffickers operating across the U.S.-Mexico border. 

 » In FY 2020, through its International Visitor Leadership Program (IVLP), State’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural 
Affairs sponsored 116 individuals, including government officials, human rights activists, law enforcement officials, 
and NGO representatives, in 16 projects to review efforts in the United States to combat trafficking at the federal, 
state, and local levels.  Due to COVID-19, the IVLP pivoted in March to virtual programming, including on trafficking 
in persons.

 » Treasury’s Office of Terrorist Financing and Financial Crimes headed the U.S. delegation to the Financial Action 
Task Force (FATF) and worked with the FATF and its global network to start a typologies project on combating 
money laundering through human trafficking and migrant smuggling crimes for the Middle East and North Africa 
FATF Style Regional Body. 
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5 Forge and strengthen partnerships and other forms of collaboration to combat 
trafficking in persons.

 » PITF agencies collaborated with the United States Advisory Council on Human Trafficking on implementation 
of the recommendations in its 2020 Annual Report for improving federal anti-trafficking programs and policies.  
This Council provides a formal platform for trafficking survivors to advise and make recommendations on 
federal anti-trafficking policies to the PITF.  

 » In December 2019, President Trump appointed a Member to the U.S. Advisory Council on Human Trafficking. In 
June 2020, the President appointed seven additional Members to the Council.

 » PITF agencies met with and provided input to the Public-Private Partnership Advisory Council to End Human 
Trafficking for its first annual report. The Council provides a formal platform for NGOs and academic instructions 
to advise and make recommendations on federal prevention and victim services policies to the PITF.

 » President Trump appointed nine Members to the Public-Private Partnership Advisory Council to End Human 
Trafficking in December 2019 and appointed two additional Members in January 2020.

 » In FY 2020, HHS implemented the first nationwide class of its Human Trafficking Leadership Academy, also 
the first class to be composed of 12 individuals who identify as Native American.  This class focused on 
using trauma-informed principles, survivor-informed practices, and their knowledge of cultural practices and 
traditions in Native communities around health and wellness to identify ways cultural practices and traditions 
can prevent human trafficking among Native youth.   

 » In FY 2020, the U.S. government signed a new bilateral cooperative agreement negotiated by DOL with El 
Salvador, mirroring the one signed with Honduras in FY 2019.   The Government of El Salvador agreed to 
facilitate and monitor recruitment and, through the Ministry of Labor and Social Welfare, to begin performing 
labor recruitment for the H-2 nonimmigrant visa programs directly.   The agreement also requires that the 
Ministry create and maintain a registered foreign labor recruiter monitoring program.  In September 2020, the 
U.S. government signed a renegotiated agreement with the Government of Guatemala, which was expanded to 
include the H-2B program in addition to H-2A.  These agreements aim to increase transparency, accountability, 
and safeguards for temporary workers in the H-2 programs, including protection from labor recruitment 
practices that heighten workers’ vulnerability to exploitation.  

 » State, through its Human Trafficking Expert Consultant Network, increased survivor input into the TIP Office’s 
anti-trafficking efforts.  Since October 1, 2019, Network consultants delivered a newly required trauma training 
to TIP Office staff six times, advised on multilateral engagements, and reviewed grant solicitation language 
and proposals.

 » The HHS National Advisory Committee on Preventing Sex Trafficking of Children and Youth in the United 
States published its interim report in FY 2020, which contains 12 sections of recommendations and supporting 
resources that states may consult as they work to improve their response to sex trafficking of children and youth 
within their jurisdictions.  

 » In FY 2020, as part of DOT’s Transportation Leaders Against Human Trafficking (TLAHT) initiative, DOT launched 
a Secretarial “100 pledges in 100 days” campaign.  The campaign secured an additional 435 pledges across 
all modes of transportation in addition to labor organizations and NGOs.  TLAHT’s 504 signatories include 184 
airports and airlines, 136 urban and rural transit agencies, 36 trucking and bus companies, nine railways, seven 
ports, 49 state departments of transportation, eight state governments, and 11 city governments.

 » In FY 2020, Treasury’s Office of International Affairs, along with State and others, worked with the multilateral 
development banks (MDBs) to increase awareness of human trafficking as a development challenge, and 
to enhance and improve their internal guidance and policies to help make sure MDB-funded projects build 
borrowing countries’ capacity to address human trafficking issues related to development projects within their 
countries.

 » In Ukraine, USAID supported activities in FY 2020 to prevent trafficking through the promotion of strategic 
partnerships with the private sector.  USAID’s project assisted more than 800 victims of trafficking and helped 
connect 90 percent of them to private sector jobs or to school.
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 » In FY 2020, USAID launched a new project in Haiti to strengthen key local entities like the National Counter-
Trafficking Committee and the Social Welfare Institute in their efforts to combat child trafficking through the 
deinstitutionalization of Haitian children, to increase public awareness of human trafficking, and to help develop 
and implement victim-centered services at the national and local levels.

 » In December 2019, Treasury hosted its inaugural Partnership to Combat Human Rights Abuse and Corruption event, 
bringing together more than 100 NGOs, industry, and government partners to combat human rights abuses and 
corruption through enhanced information sharing and coordination on illicit finance and corruption networks.

 » In March 2020, the White House, DOJ, DHS, and government counterparts from the Five Eyes Ministerial (Australia, 
Canada, New Zealand, and the United Kingdom) as well as representatives from leading technology companies 
announced the Voluntary Principles to Counter Online Child Sexual Exploitation and Abuse as a framework to guide 
the digital industry in its efforts to combat the proliferation of online child exploitation.
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The Council aims to continue to empower all people and 
communities to end modern slavery. We believe one victim is 
too many. Together, we can combat trafficking, minimize the 
possibilities of re-victimization, and facilitate recovery, growth, 
and resilience for all victims on their path to self-sufficiency.”

2020 ANNUAL REPORT
U.S. ADVISORY COUNCIL ON HUMAN TRAFFICKING
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Members of the U.S. Advisory Council on Human Trafficking



We are confident that our recommendations represent 
a significant and important part of the private sector’s 
contribution to ending human trafficking in the United States 
and globally.”

2020 REPORT, INTRODUCTION FROM THE CO-CHAIRS
PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP ADVISORY COUNCIL TO END HUMAN TRAFFICKING
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Members of the Public-Private Partnership Advisory Council to End Human Trafficking
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6 Fund domestic and international anti-trafficking programs focusing on 
prosecution, protection, and prevention.

 » The SPOG Grantmaking Committee, co-chaired by State, DOJ, and USAID, continued in FY 2020 to facilitate 
interagency coordination related to international and domestic grants to ensure programs are strategic and 
not duplicative.   

 » HHS awarded more than $16.6 million in grants to identify and assist domestic and foreign national victims of 
trafficking in FY 2019.  

 » In August 2020, DOJ’s OVC awarded more than $35 million in grant funding to provide safe, stable housing and 
appropriate services to victims of human trafficking, representing the largest ever federal investment in housing 
for trafficking survivors.  Grants went to 73 organizations to provide 6-24 months of transitional or short-term 
housing assistance for trafficking victims as well as supportive services.    

 » DOJ awarded more than $100 million in anti-trafficking funding in FY 2019.  This funding included 65 awards 
totaling $42.9 million to provide direct services to trafficking victims and $6 million to four grantees to improve 
outcomes for child and youth trafficking victims.  New initiatives included 32 awards for specialized services 
for child victims of trafficking ($15.5 million), five for improving victim services ($4.4 million), and one for training 
and technical assistance to improve services for labor trafficking victims ($1 million).  DOJ also made 10 awards 
totaling $4.7 million to support specialized services and mentoring for child and youth victims of sex trafficking 
and sexual exploitation.  In addition to previously funded Enhanced Collaborative Model anti-trafficking task 
forces, DOJ awarded $21 million as part of its FY 2019 anti-trafficking funding to 15 task forces, which included 
funding for 13 state and local law enforcement agencies and 12 victim service providers implementing a 
collaborative approach to identify and combat all forms of human trafficking.

 » In FY 2019, State’s TIP Office awarded more than $36 million to fund 37 projects worldwide that address sex 
and labor trafficking.  By the end of 2019, the TIP Office had 90 open anti-trafficking projects in more than 80 
countries in addition to global projects, collectively totaling more than $158 million.  In October 2019, the TIP 
Office also awarded an additional $25 million under the Program to End Modern Slavery to measurably reduce 
the prevalence of human trafficking.   

 » In FY 2020, DOL’s ILAB awarded three new projects totaling approximately $13 million to address forced 
labor around the world.  ILAB also awarded cost increases totaling approximately $5 million to three existing 
projects addressing forced labor.  As of September 2020, ILAB was overseeing 17 projects with anti-trafficking 
components totaling nearly $75 million.  

 » In May 2020, HHS announced funds for the Human Trafficking Youth Prevention Education Demonstration 
Program, a new grant program that will provide $3.5 million to local education agencies, working in partnership 
with a nonprofit or NGO, to develop and implement programs to prevent human trafficking.  HHS also 
announced a new funding opportunity for organizations addressing human trafficking in Native communities.

 » In FY 2020, USAID launched a program in Burundi to build the government’s capacity to investigate and 
prosecute trafficking cases; improve the quality, reliability, and coverage of statistics related to human trafficking 
victims; and, in coordination with NGO partners, develop standard operating procedures for detecting and 
responding to cases.

 » DOT awarded $5.4 million in grants to address public safety, including human trafficking, in FY 2020.    

 » With FY 2019 and FY 2020 funding, State’s Bureau of International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs 
(INL) established a regional trafficking in persons advisor position and funded programs in Central Asia to 
assist governments to more effectively investigate and prosecute trafficking in persons cases.  INL also funded 
bilateral programs in the region to strengthen governments’ anti-trafficking response.
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7 Integrate anti-trafficking components into relevant government programs.

 » The SPOG Procurement & Supply Chains Committee, co-chaired by OMB, DOL, and State, released a set of 
posters and accompanying directions in April 2020 for federal contractors, subcontractors, and others to 
post at worksites to inform those employed on federal contracts of their rights under the Federal Acquisition 
Regulation (FAR) rule, “Combating Trafficking in Persons.”  In FY 2020, the co-chairs delivered two virtual 
trainings to more than 100 acquisition personnel on human trafficking and the FAR. 

 » In response to a provision in the Frederick Douglass Trafficking Victims Prevention and Protection 
Reauthorization Act of 2018, in 2020, the SPOG established an Ad Hoc Working Group on demand reduction to 
examine the role of demand reduction in preventing human trafficking.  

 » ED implemented its department-wide plan to support human trafficking for FY 2020, which included initiating a 
process to compile downloadable resources to make anti-trafficking tools available to all stakeholders who visit 
its website and to publish a revised Human Trafficking in America’s Schools Toolkit, complete with evidence-
based reporting strategies, salient risk factors and indicators, and important information about vulnerable 
populations and reintegration for survivors.

 » On July 30, 2020, DOJ announced the consolidation of law enforcement, juvenile justice, and victim services 
human trafficking initiatives at its Office of Justice Programs into the new Human Trafficking Division within 
DOJ’s OVC, to further efforts to combat human trafficking in the United States by aligning funding, training, 
assistance, and other resources.

 » In FY 2020, DHS created the Center for Countering Human Trafficking to bring together multiple DHS 
components to prioritize human trafficking investigations, victim identification, and public outreach.

 » In FY 2020, the EEOC established a Vulnerable Workers Task Force to examine its efforts and implement 
adjustments to ensure it effectively identifies, reaches, and serves – through outreach, enforcement, and 
litigation – workers who may have heightened vulnerability to exploitation, including human trafficking.

 » DoD’s combating trafficking in persons program manager in Afghanistan works to establish guidelines and 
procedures for DoD units to address trafficking in persons in their operating environment.  From October 2019 
to August 2020, the program manager briefed 5,500 personnel arriving in Afghanistan, trained 400 contracting 
officers and contracting officer representatives on trafficking in persons, conducted 80 ad hoc on-site trainings 
for foreign national personnel, and conducted 100 compliance visits and spot checks of facilities around 
Afghanistan.

 » In FY 2020, State’s Office of the Chief of Protocol and the U.S. Mission to the UN each continued to implement 
their respective domestic worker In-person Registration Programs for A-3 and G-5 visa holders employed 
by foreign mission and international organization personnel.  Due to COVID-19, both programs temporarily 
transitioned to phone and video registrations.

 » In FY 2020, HHS integrated human trafficking into health systems by adding diagnostic codes on confirmed 
and suspected human trafficking cases in health care settings and including human trafficking in violence 
prevention programs in federally qualified health centers. 

 » In July 2020, State launched a FAR “Know Your Rights” pamphlet, translated into six local dialects, at the U.S. 
embassy in Kuwait to notify employees on federal contracts at the embassy of their rights under the FAR.

 » In FY 2020, HHS and the National Human Trafficking Hotline increased collaboration with the National Center 
for Missing and Exploited Children to strengthen protocols on locating, protecting, and serving children.  HHS 
also integrated anti-trafficking efforts into child welfare, runaway and homeless youth, unaccompanied children, 
domestic violence, and Native communities programming through training and technical assistance and data 
collection. 

 » In FY 2020, DHS used its suspension and debarment to ensure one entity and two individuals convicted of 
engaging in human trafficking were prohibited from conducting business with the federal government for a 
period of time.
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8 Promote public awareness about modern slavery.

 » The SPOG Public Awareness & Outreach Committee, co-chaired by HHS, DHS, and State, served as a forum for 
agencies to seek feedback on public awareness and outreach activities and share information on planned events and 
materials to allow for cross-promotion and to avoid duplication of effort.  In February 2020, the Committee publicly 
released guidance for public awareness materials, which serves as a resource for the anti-trafficking field to promote 
common messages, a standardized set of statistics, and guidelines on images.

 » The DHS Blue Campaign raised public consciousness of human trafficking across the country and incorporated input 
from trafficking survivors and other partners to develop new educational awareness products for school campus law 
enforcement, youth, and front-line convenience store employees in FY 2020. 

 » In FY 2020, ED released three of four webinars in a series that targets how to prevent and protect students from 
human trafficking.  The webinars provided administrators, teachers, and specialized instructional support personnel 
with information on how they can identify and support students impacted by human trafficking, and they shared anti-
trafficking strategies in the online space to prevent human trafficking and child labor exploitation in light of increased 
internet use among youth due to COVID-19.  

 » HHS, in partnership with DOJ, launched a four-part national virtual listening session series on preventing and 
responding to child trafficking during Child Abuse Prevention Month in April.  The series included discussions about 
the impact of COVID-19 on children and youth as well as federal, state, and local efforts to safeguard this population.  
More than 3,500 people attended the listening session series.

 » The EEOC partnered with community-based organizations devoted to anti-trafficking work and participated in 87 
anti-trafficking outreach events, reaching more than 9,480 attendees from October 1, 2019 through July 31, 2020.  
The EEOC also continued its efforts to increase public awareness about human trafficking and the link to equal 
employment opportunity law by providing resources on its website for human trafficking victims.  In January 2020, the 
EEOC promoted human trafficking awareness and prevention with a nationwide social media campaign that reached 
more than 20,000 users.

 » HHS regional anti-trafficking grantees conducted local outreach campaigns to raise awareness about human 
trafficking, reaching more than 32,438 people in FY 2019.  

 » In January 2020, Treasury created and launched its first webpage on combating human trafficking.

 » DHS’s ICE/HSI Victim Assistance Specialists and Special Agents conducted more than 1,300 outreach events on 
human trafficking, providing training to more than 80,000 federal, state, and local law enforcement, victim advocates, 
NGOs, prosecutors, and others in FY 2019.  In January 2020, ICE/HSI created the Strategic Targeted Outreach 
Program (S.T.O.P.) Trafficking initiative to mitigate human trafficking by engaging key industries and raising public 
awareness to recognize and report trafficking.  

 » DHS’s U.S. Secret Service’s Childhood Smart Program, which aims to increase awareness of sexual exploitation, 
including child sex trafficking, and reduce child victimization, provided resources to 18,275 children and parents in 
the United States in FY 2020.  

 » The EEOC’s Strategic Plan for 2018-2022 continued to emphasize outreach to vulnerable workers and underserved 
communities.  In FY 2019, the EEOC conducted 1,298 outreach events targeting vulnerable and underserved 
communities, reaching 112,410 participants, which represented approximately 34 percent of the EEOC’s total outreach.  
This focused outreach included immigrant and farm worker communities, as well as communities where individuals 
are reluctant to come forward about employment discrimination or exploitation, including human trafficking. 

 » In July 2020, State’s TIP Office launched a monthly virtual stakeholder conversation series to meaningfully engage 
with the public and anti-trafficking stakeholders around the world on featured topics and connect them with experts. 
The first two calls drew more than 750 attendees each.

 » In FY 2020, the DHS’s Center for Faith and Opportunities Initiatives helped to advance anti-trafficking efforts by 
building relationships to target public awareness training and education to faith and community leaders nationwide.  
For example, in January 2020 prior to the Super Bowl, the Center shared the DHS Blue Campaign’s Faith-Based and 
Community Toolkit to recognize and respond to human trafficking with Florida’s faith-based organizations.
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9 Spur innovation and improve capacity to combat modern slavery through 
data collection and research.

 » The SPOG Research & Data Committee, co-chaired by State and DOJ, bolstered agencies’ understanding of the 
scope, demographics, and nature of human trafficking throughout FY 2020 by facilitating information-sharing 
about human trafficking research, data, and evaluation projects; inviting external researchers to present on 
their latest findings; and driving interagency discussions on how to address challenges related to gathering, 
harmonizing, and sharing human trafficking data.  

 » In May 2020, State’s TIP Office partnered with the University of Georgia’s African Programming and Research 
Initiative to End Slavery to virtually host the Prevalence Reduction Innovation Forum, a first-of-its-kind 
initiative focused on new research in the field of international human trafficking prevalence measurement, the 
improvement of methodologies, and the establishment of standardized guidelines. 

 » In September 2020, DOL released an update of its Comply Chain:  Business Tools for Labor Compliance 
in Global Supply Chains mobile app.  The updated app includes more than 50 additional examples from 
cross-sector partnerships and international organizations, among others, of how to identify, remediate, and 
prevent child labor and forced labor through strong social compliance systems.  It also features recent legal 
developments in the anti-trafficking field and further information to ensure hiring practices protect workers, 
encourage and empower workers to speak out against exploitation, and strengthen public reporting on efforts 
to implement social compliance systems.

 » DOL updated its Sweat & Toil: Child Labor, Forced Labor, and Human Trafficking Around the World mobile app 
to include the 2019 Findings on the Worst Forms of Child Labor and the 2020 List of Goods Produced by Child 
Labor or Forced Labor.

 » State’s TIP Office supported IOM’s efforts to enhance its Counter Trafficking Data Collaborative, the first global 
data hub on victims of human trafficking.  By the end of FY 2019, new partnerships with anti-trafficking NGOs 
brought the total number of human trafficking case records on the site to 91,000 cases of victims of 169 
nationalities exploited in 172 countries.
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 » DOT established and awarded a $50,000 Combating Human Trafficking in Transportation Impact Award to 
incentivize the development of innovative solutions that increase human trafficking prevention efforts among 
transportation stakeholders.  The FY 2020 award recipient will conduct a national anti-trafficking survey to help 
inform future research on the intersection of human trafficking and transportation.

 » In November 2019, HHS launched a new online case management system that strengthens data privacy, security, 
and confidentiality protection for data related to HHS certification and requests for assistance; improves the quality 
and use of data to inform evidence-based victim assistance and prevention programming; and fosters public 
accountability and transparency.

 » During the National Academy of Science’s Transportation Research Board (TRB) annual meeting of more than 
14,000 transportation researchers and professionals in January 2020, DOT helped convene the Human Trafficking 
in Transportation Common Interest Group.  The Interest Group’s Steering Committee began working to define TRB’s 
anti-trafficking role, build a collaborative network, leverage sector knowledge, and advance effective practices 
across mission areas and modes.  

 » USAID-funded research in FY 2020 sought to increase understanding of how patterns of human trafficking and 
migrant smuggling enable local conflict and influence governance and stability in Libya.  The research also 
assessed the influence of human trafficking and migrant smuggling on the level of conflict in Libya and the 
implications for strategies to address governance issues.  

 » In FY 2020, DHS’s Science and Technology Directorate developed three new digital forensics investigative tools to 
support investigations of online child sexual exploitation and began pilot testing those tools with 25 federal, state, 
and local law enforcement personnel and five country partners.  The Criminal Investigations and Network Analysis 
Center pursued four research projects to spur innovation and improve capacity to combat human trafficking.  Three 
projects focus on increasing law enforcement officers’ ability to collect evidence that aids in the prosecution of 
human traffickers.

 » In FY 2020, USAID research applied an ecosystem model using “weak-signal analysis” with geospatial analysis and 
artificial intelligence to identify populations in Bangladesh, the Philippines, and Laos at heightened vulnerability to 
trafficking in persons.

 » In FY 2020, HHS released a fact sheet on anti-trafficking research and data collection efforts, released an 
information memorandum summarizing 15 years of HHS-funded public health research on human trafficking, and 
awarded a contract to contribute to domestic human trafficking prevalence measurements.
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10 Gather and synthesize actionable intelligence to increase the number of 
domestic and international trafficking prosecutions.

 » In FY 2020, the Intelligence Community (IC) increased its information-sharing efforts and coordination with 
law enforcement agencies, which included sharing of unclassified efforts to analyze transnational elements of 
human trafficking operations to identify foreign trends among more than 25 IC analysts and law enforcement 
personnel. 

 » In November 2019, DHS ICE/HSI launched the Angel Watch Center to improve its ability to notify countries of 
the potential travel of registered child sex offenders.

 » State’s DS used its case management system to manage operational activities; identify and analyze trends, 
anomalies, and vulnerabilities; and establish threat patterns.  DS focused on emerging threats posed by 
transnational organized crime related to human trafficking and provided weekly criminal intelligence products 
to agents, analysts, and global law enforcement partners.

 » Between October 1, 2019 and July 31, 2020, Treasury received 9,536 suspicious activity reports (SARs) alleging 
human trafficking.  Large depository institutions and money services businesses continued to be the most 
prominent filers of SARs related to suspected human trafficking-related activity.

 » In October and December 2019, Treasury’s Financial Crimes Enforcement Network (FinCEN) collaborated 
with DHS ICE/HSI and DOJ to provide analytical support to four criminal investigations into human trafficking 
networks.  In addition, FinCEN trained DOJ human trafficking coordinators and members of the Attorney 
General’s Advisory Committee Child Exploitation and Human Trafficking Working Group on FinCEN’s recent 
work related to human trafficking and recommendations for using Bank Secrecy Act data in human trafficking 
investigations.

 » DOJ’s Human Trafficking Prosecution Unit served as chair of Interpol’s Human Trafficking Expert Group, 
composed of members from 146 countries.  During FY 2020, the group exchanged information on new 
challenges in combating human trafficking during COVID-19 and promising practices to address those 
challenges.  DOJ also promoted the use of the Interpol’s “Purple Notice” to share information about the modus 
operandi of transnational human trafficking enterprises. 
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